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IMMEDIATELY UM STUDENTS ACTIVE IN holmquist/jq
SIX-MILL LEVY CAMPAIGN 10/23/78
state
MISSOULA—
Students at the University of Montana are mobilizing several campaign activities 
for Referendum 75, the six-mill levy, during the last few weeks before election day, 
according to Mike Cooney, co-ordinator of the activities.
Cooney, a UM senior in political science from Butte, said several student groups 
and service organizations have volunteered for a variety of informational projects 
including door-to-door campaigns, signs, letter-writing to hometown newspapers and 
parents, parade floats and selling "Referendum 75" T-shirts and campaign buttons.
Students are willing to spend a lot of time and energy to get the levy passed 
by Montana voters because it means affordable education for them," Cooney said. He 
explained that levy funds provide 15 per cent of the university system budgets, 
although they represent only about two per cent of the property taxes paid in Montana.
For example, a Montana homeowner pays approximately $15 toward the levy out of 
$750 total in property taxes, he said.
The levy is brought up for voter approval every 10 years. If passed, Referendum 
75 authorizes the Montana Legislature to tax property owners up to six mills.
Cooney said that because there is no organized opposition to Referendum 75, the 
students campaign is educational rather than political.
Cooney said he is optimistic about Referendum 75 succeeding in the Nov. 7 election. 
He remarked that in the 1968 election, the six-mill levy encountered some voter 
rejection because of frequent campus unrest which was viewed unfavorably by voters.
This time there isn't a war and the mood of universities is different," he said.
The energy that went into protests 10 years ago is now used for social development- 
activities that aren't offensive to most people," he explained.
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UM students were responsible for contacting the Montana Power Co. about an 
information insert in about 180,000 monthly power bills the company sent in October.
Cooney commented that MPC's support of the referendum is significant because "MPC 
is a major corporation which, as a large property owner in Montana, would benefit by 
a defeat of the Levy--but out of its concern for higher education, the company is 
helping to get it passed." MPC and Anaconda Copper Co. have donated $5,000 each to 
the levy campaign funds.
Another project which students are intensifying is letters to hometown newspapers. 
Cooney said the goal for the letters is to have every voter in the state contacted 
through reading the letters or hearing about them. He said students also will participate 
in "get-out-to-vote" activities to increase the numbers of voters. He predicts that 
the "higher the voter turnout the higher Referendum 75's percentage of victory."
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